Seizures in infancy in the offspring of women with epilepsy.
To assess (a) the incidence of seizures in the first year of life in infants born to mothers with epilepsy and (b) factors that might contribute to the seizure incidence. Analysis of data collected in the Australian Register of Antiepileptic Drugs in Pregnancy during and at the end of the year after pregnancy. By the end of a year following pregnancy, seizures had occurred in the progeny of 47 pregnancies (2.40%), including febrile seizures in 18 (0.92%), the latter rate being higher than the 0.40% and 0.59% rates for the same situation in the general population reported in the recent literature. Seizures in infancy were more likely in the offspring of mothers with generalized as compared with focal epilepsies (3.65% vs 1.56%; RR = 2.332; P < .05) and within the generalized epilepsy mothers in those who were not seizure free during pregnancy (4.83% vs 2.89%). Seizures were also more likely in infants with foetal malformations, especially ones not discovered until after the first post-natal month. These findings may help in advising mothers with epilepsy regarding the chance of their offspring experiencing seizures in the first year of life; they also suggest the desirability of achieving maternal seizure control throughout pregnancy.